BUILDING THE NEW NAVY

oil cost eight cents. Major Hains and myself were
for the innovation, which was accepted after we had
convinced the professor by practical demonstration
that mineral oil was the cheaper and really the better
illuminant, We saw electric lights used in the large
sea-coast light-houses for the first time; the introduc-
tion of gas-lighted buoys, which were already in use
in Europe; and we changed the system of paying
the employees (which had been a source of dissatis-
faction) from that of orders on the collectors of cus-
toms to the simple one of direct payment by the
inspectors.

This position of naval secretary I held for the
usual term of four years, beginning in the adminis-
tration of President Hayes, and extending through
the brief administration of President Garfield and
the first year of President Arthur's. I found myself
in Washington social life, with its round of dinners
and receptions, which were a new and enjoyable
experience to me, if exhausting physically. Among
statesmen Elaine and Conkling were at the height
of their careers; Grant's candidacy for a third term
developed and failed; and Admiral Porter and Gen-
eral Sherman, whom I frequently met, were still
living.

With the passage of time I had lost none of a
Vermonter's fondness for good horse-flesh, and riding
was my favorite exercise. On my afternoon consti-
tutionals I often came up with a fine-looking, white-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